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goddesses, as distinct from the offerings made to the
spirits of ancestors or other deities, is on the whole
most in accordance with the facts. Professor Elmore,
in his able and most interesting book, Dramdian Gods
in Modern Hinduism, criticizes the totemistic theory of
the origin of the bugalo-sacrifice, which is the most
important of the sacrifices offered to the grama-devatas,
on three grounds, mainly because the existing stories,
current amongst the people, suggest a historical origin
for the rites. Professor Elmore conjectures from these
stones that the sacrifices symbolize "the dire punish-
ment and disgrace of a conquered enemy/1 The cut-
ting off of the head, the putting the foreleg in the mouth,
the smearing of the nose with fat and the putting of a
lighted lamp upon the forehead, are, in this theory,
intended to express "the supreme humiliation of a
feared, despised, and defeated enemy." So the proces-
sion of the buffalo with a garland round its neck, through
the village before the sacrifice, is described as " the
remnant of a triumphal procession in which the enemy
was exhibited before the disgraceful death.15 The
sacrifice, therefore, represents the triumph of the
Aryan invaders over the Dravidian aborigines and their
"mad gods."
I annst confess that this explanation seems to me
very far-fetched and improbable, and entirely out of line
with all that we know about the origin and meaning of
sacrifice and ritual among other peoples, and it is open
to the fatal objection that it compels us to assume that
these buffalo-sacrifices originated at a comparatively
late date, long after the Aryan invasion of North India
and subsequent to the advance of the Aryans into
South India, when the struggle with the Dravidians
was over and the triumph of the Aryans assured.
The stories which I have given in Chapter VII, and
those which Professor Elmore gives in his book to
support his theory, obviously belong to the time when
the Pariahs of South India, who were originally a
leading clan among the Dravidians, had been dethroned
fram their position and reduced to a state of setvicode